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URGENT NOTICE - REMOVAL OF GRAVES FROM SHANGHAI PA HSIEN CH’IAO CEMETERY 


This office has received information that the Shanghai Municipal Government plans to move 
the Municipal Pa Hsien Ch’iao Cemetery (on the former Rue Vouillement) to make way for new 
construction, Of the more than 3,000 graves, 119 are registered as American, Owners of such 
graves should apply before October 31, 1957, with relevant documents, to the International 
Funeral Directors, 207 Kiaochow Road, Shanghai, for registration and removal of the bodies, 
Graves not registered by that date will be removed and bodies reburied. Reservation of vaults not 
registered will be considered as lapsed, * 

We ha ve no information as to the site of the proposed relocation, but understand that there 
may be a common burial with identity of individual graves lost. Effort is being made to ascer- 
tain the proposed disposition of headstones and monuments, and whether provision can be made 
for relocation of individual graves and at what cost, Whatever further information becomes avail- 

will be carried in the China Bulletin, 


Copies of the list of known American graves can be secured from Allen C. Donaldson at the 
Office of Special Consular Services, Department of State, Washington, D.C. 


MARCUS CHEN'S SPEECH (Continued from August number) 


When Stalin saw this, he ordered the church buildings restored to them, allowed them to resume 
worship services and stopped the persecution of the church. Now this part of Russian experience 
is not applicable in China. One of the three fundamental principles of the Chinese Communist 
Party is the United Front. This is a creative adaptation of Marxism by the Chinese Communist 
Party, and it does not exist in Russia, but was created for the purpose of uniting the Chinese 
people. This Consultative Conference is an organ of that United Front, and it includes people of 
all religious faiths, We Christians feel this representation to be an honor, and have taken it to 
heart. In order to unite the Christian Church in China, we have organized the Chinese Christian 
Three Self Patriotic Movement to call upon all Christians to love their country, oppose imperi- 
alism and work for world peace. The Movement has had considerable success, so that now the 
great majority of Christians in China have signed their names as members of the Movement, 
From within the church have come a number of active patriotic workers, Christianity is strongest 
in Shanghai, and the government’s religious policy has been most thoroughly carried out there. 
According to a report which is not final, in the 106 Shanghai churches there are at least 998 per- 
sons who have been honored by the government as model workers or as persons deserving honorable 
mention, 

The ‘vague questions’ which Mr. Y, T. Wu raised in regard to the carrying out of the reli- 
gious policy included a reference to publications criticizing religion. Mr. Wu said that he had 
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seen 29 such books. I have seen only between ten and twenty, but yesterday I received a eng) 
from a preacher who said that he had read more than forty such books. Incidentally I might a 

that he was able to add, After reading all these books I know whom I have believed, and my 
faith is stronger than ever. But the point I want especially to make is that most of these books 
and pamphlets are just translations from the Russian, and a few others are just quotations from 
Christian writings, in which we criticize ourselves or one another. I should perhaps explain that 
Christians are divided into two large schools, the modernists and the Conservatives. The modern- 
ists want to use scientific methods in their criticism of the Bible. When Marx was a Christian in 
Germany he was a Modernist, and then he gave up his faith. He believed in God and we respected 


_ him; then he no longer believed in God, and we also respect his lack of faith. For we know that 


his earlier faith and his later atheism both were honest and sincere. Marx was very familiar with 


_ the Bible, and in his book Capital he quotes from it more than 40 times, He also published some 


constructive criticisms of the Bible, criticisms which even we conservatives have been happy to 
accept, What he was opposed to was not Christianity itself, but to the fact that Christians did 
not live in accordance with Bible principles. 


When we read Chinese history we see that though Chinese have believed various religions, 
there has never been a religious war in China, This is a special characteristic of the Chinese 
people. 

In reading China's Recent Revolutionary History“ I find the following words: In the old 
democratic revolutionary period, the Chinese people went through several revolutionary struggles, 
of which the most important in size and influence were the Taiping Rebellion and the bourgeois 
revolution of 1911 headed by Sun Yat Sen, These two revolutions were very effective in their 
struggle against feudalism and imperialism. (Page 6.) When I who have preached Christianity 
for over 50 years read this history written by a Communist I have conflicting feelings: on the one 
hand I feel ashamed because for more than 100 years imperialism has used Christian missionaries 
as forerunners of their aggression, and even we Chinese Christians ourselves have either con- 
sciously or unconsciously been their stooges, and now regret deeply that we have thus offended 
against our fatherland and the people. On the other hand we feel happy and proud, because the 
leader of the Taiping Rebellion Hung Hsiu-ch'uan, and the leader of the bourgeois revolution 
Yat Sen were both of them Christians; they were both of them baptized in the Christian Churc 
and drew inspiration from the teachings of Jesus. Their spirit of service, sacrifice and revolution 
came from Jesus, for Jesus taught us that the Son of Man came, not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. And again, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, and to set at liberty those who are oppressed. °’ 
Jesus’ mother Mary said of Him that He would show strength with his arm, he would scatter the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts, he would put down the mighty from their thrones, and 
exalt those of low degree. He would fill the hungry with good things, but the rich he would sent 
empty away. Bernard Shaw says, This song (the original is in the form of a poem) is most 
revolutionary, and has had a deep revolutionary effect in Europe an history. 


I have visited the common tomb of our 72 famous martyrs, and as I read the inscription I 
discovered that many of them (some say more than half) were disciples of Jesus Christ. This was 
not accidental, In the January number of the Historical Study magazine is an article by a 
Tsinghua University professor Lui Hai-tsung, in which, speaking entirely from the standpoint of 
historical science, he discusses Christianity as follows; primitive Christianity was a movement 
of protest against imperial Rome by city workers, including free artisans, slaves, and those with 
uncertain means of livelihood, and in later history Christianity has always been a people's move- 
ment opposing the ruling class. Engels had previously made the same point, saying that Chris- 
tianity was a social movement directed at freeing the slaves. 


After Liberation we Chinese Christians all answered the call of the Three Self Movement and 
entered upon political study, studying current events and government, and some even studied 
Marxism and Leninism, and this led us to study our Bible anew, from which we derived the three 
principles of Self-support, Self-government and Self-propagation, The last-named concerns the 
content of our preaching, and we discovered that the poison of imperialistic, feudalistic and 
capitalistic thinking was mixed up init. We are engaged in a criticism of our own faith: on the 
negative side we have gotten rid of our anti-Russian, anti-Communist poison, and on the positive 
side have established the truth and substance of Christianity on a sound Biblical basis. We stress 
the fact that Jesus was a carpenter, the Son of God was incarnate on earth and lived here 33 y 
of which more than twenty years was spent in common labor, both a manual trade and farming} 
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¢ > he thereby raised the position of labor, and we who are followers of Jesus should follow 

n loving labor and the produce of labor. We have learned anew the Biblical teaching, If 
a man will not work, let him not eat, and Let him who stole (and the exploitation of our fel- 
lowmen is stealing) steal no more, but let him work with his hands, so that he will have enough 
and to spare for those who are in need. Of course this does not mean that we no longer stress 
the saving grace of Christ upon the Cross, we still proc laim that his precious blood is the way of 
salvation. Our purpose in re-examining our doctrine is rather to enrich the content of our faith. 
We have also studied political economics, and have learned two principles: 1, Material produc- 
tion is the basis of society; if people would live they must have food, clothing and other material 
things. And if they would have these things they must produce them, and that means that they 
must labor. 2. Men in material production do not work singly, but in society, and therefore their 
productive efforts must be co-related according to appropriate norms, When we study Christian 
doctrine in the light of these two principles, we find that they are taught by the Old Testament 
prophets, the New Testament apostles and by Jesus himself, and that we therefore should observe 
them in our own lives. We gladly note that the risen Jesus stood early one morning by the Sea of 
Galilee, and asked the seven toiling hungry disciples who were fishing there, **My children, have 
ye aught to eat?” And when they came ashore they found that the Lord had prepared a fire, with 
broiled fish and cakes, and invited them to come eat breakfast. From this we see that the Lord 
Jesus came to earth not only to save our souls with His most precious blood, but also by labor to 
provide for the needs of our bodies. Therefore we Christians can say as the Buddhist delegate has 
already said, It is not only our civic duty, but also our religious duty to love our country, ob- 
serve its constitution, unite with its people, and take a positive part in the socialist construction 
of the country and the movement for world peace. 


THREE SELF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 


The June 10 Tien Feng reports on the ninth session of the Executive Committee of the Three 
Self Patriotic Movement, which took place in Shanghai May 16-24, with 74 members present, 
The general purpose of the meeting was to report on the progress made since the enlarged meeting 


at Peking 14 months earlier, 
1 were in particular three significant speeches made at this session, one by Bishop Z. T. 
Ka@ng on Self-Propagation; one by H. H. Tsui on Self-Support; and one by Bishop Robin Chen on 
Self-Government, or Church Reorganization, 

Bishop Kaung in dealing with Self-Propagation discusses the content of preaching, the Chris- 
tian message, He begins by stating three basic presumptions: 1. The main task is to rid Christian 
thinking of the poison of imperialistic thinking. 2. Though the truth of the Bible is unchanging, 
yet God does provide new light for new times, Thus we are getting new light on such questions as 
The Christian and The World, Church and State, Belief and Unbelief, and Faith and Works. On 
che first of these we have learned that the Christian is not set in opposition to the world. We hate 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, but yet in accordance with the 
heart of God we love the world, Only when we love the world can we preach the gospel to it; 
without love, our preaching is but a clanging cymbal. 3. We respect the faith of others, even 
while we hold fast to that which we have received, Thus there is in the preaching of today very 
little criticism of other people's faith. 

In discussing the Present Situation, he points first of all to the great need for spiritual food. 
The welcome which various new magazines have received, such as the Nanking Seminary Review, 
the YMCA Words of Grace, and the Episcopal Sacred Work, is a proof of this. Young people also 
need help with special problems. For example, some who have seen in the new society since 
Liberation how sin has decreased and the moral level of the people has been raised are wondering 
wherein lies the uniqueness of the Christian Gospel, or what relation there is between Christian 
morality and Communist morality, When they study Communism, they come upon such questions 
as, is Christian philosophy idealistic?’’ or As Christianity opposed to science?“ When they 
come to church, besides engaging in worship, they want answers to these questions, 

How shall we meet these questions? Some preachers do not dare to deal with them, fearing 
to make a mistake, and so they only deal in generalities. Shall we include political matter in 
our sermons? Some preachers are too categorical in their Yes or No answers to this question; 
Bishop Kaung believes that political matters should be alluded to only when they come in natu- 
rally as an illustration of the way in which God is dealing with our country, 

In regard to the relation between Christianity and Communism one meets with several dif- 

f attitudes, 1. Some do not even realize there is a question here. 2. Some think that Chris- 
ti and Communism are as different as a cow and a horse; they can co-exist because they deal 
with different fields. 3. A third group looks upon Communism as a challenge to Christianity. 
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